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Sparks 


THE BRITISH lion gives the 
lion’s share of the credit to the 
Chrysler M-3 tanks for stopping 
the Axis drive in Libya. “They 
can take everything Jerry sends, 
while their gunpower is astonish- 
ing. They are wizards,” say the 
crewmen, while one British tank 
officer improves the eulogy by 
pithily remarking: “They are damn 
fine tanks.” And as an additional 
compliment, the M-3s have been 
dubbed the “General Grants.” 
After reading about how the 
Chryslers gave Hitler hell, one 
doesn’t have to ask why this nick- 
name was coined. 

* * ” 

WITH THE above as my intro- 
duction to the question I have in 
mind, I am going to let my imagin- 
ation run riot. I look into my 
editorial rear-view mirror to a 
year ago in late April when we 
Paul Prys and Peeping Toms fore- 
gathered at the new Chrysler 
Arsenal as the first of the M-3s 
came off the assembly line. We 
who write were not the only guests 
present. The Army in all its gold- 
braid glory was there, too. It 
was K. T. Keller's big day. The 
speaker’s platform creaked under 
the weight of the brass hat gentry 
for the crowning event of the 
day—the presentation of that first 
tank to Uncle Sam with the com- 
pliments of the Chrysler distribu- 
tors and dealers. 

It was handsome Harry Som- 
mers, now president of the Na- 
tional Automobile Dealers Assn., 
and also the Chrysler distributor in 
Atlanta, who did the talking. He 
told of the patriotic spirit of the 
Chrysler distributors and dealers 
he represented, and how they had 
raised $35,000 to buy this first tank 
for the Army. 

* * 

NOW I am wondering if this first 
tank bought for Uncle Sam if by 
any chance could be over in Libya 
right now, one of the “General 
Grants.” Stranger things than 
that have happened. 


ONE BY ONE the Grim Reaper's 
scythe is cutting down the veterans 
who made Chicago’s Automobile 
Row the most famous in the world, 
this time Harry T. Hollingshead, 
whose funeral last Monday was 
attended by hundreds of his 
friends, for Harry, in addition to 
selling motor cars was a power in 
Chicago politics. He was my friend, 
too, for the same year I joined 
Motor Age, 1905, he took over as 
Stearns-Knight distributor. When 
Charley Nash set up in business 
for himself, buying out the Jeffrey 
company in 1916, Hollingshead had 
sold Nash cars in the Chicago ter- 
ritory continuously. He took an 
active interest in the Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn., was its 
president for two years. 


AS I LOOK back over the 37 
years Harry was a big figure on 
the Chicago Row, I check off many 
of the pioneers who figured in the 
news in the first decade of the 
present century and who have 
crossed the River Styx—Walter 
Githens, Henry Paulman, Ralph 
Temple, Harry Branstetter, Jack 
Banta, to name a few, all of whom 
contributed to the glory of the Row. 

Of those still in business, Jim 
Levy of Buick is dean. Mike Lana- 
han of Dodge is one of the old 
gang of my time. So is Ear! Butler 
of Hudson. Others I have lost 
track of, and I wonder what's 
happened to Jack Davis of Winton, 
Louis Geyler of early Hudson days, 


and Walden Shaw. 
—Curis SINSABAUGH 
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Decision Near on U.S. Fuel Rationing 


Nationwide Program Up to Roosevelt, With July 15 Likely Starting Date 
All States Drop Trade Barriers; Bills Offer Tire-Retread 


6 


Plan; Dealers Urged to Seek Relief in Court 


With President Roosevelt due to decide 
by June 9 on whether gasoline ration- 
ing will be made nationwide, probably 
starting July 15, plans were being 
completed last week for a permanent 
system of fuel rationing in the 17 Eastern Seaboard states. 
This system, in the event nationwide rationing is ordered, 
would allow each motorist an “A” card, consisting of six 
pages with eight coupons to a page. Each page would 
be good for 60 days, the result being about four gallons 
weekly based on a proposed maximum of 2,800 miles 
annually for non-essential motorists. 

Roosevelt advisers have submitted a nationwide fuel 
rationing plan to him but there is no indication what 
course the President will adopt. Faced with the War 
Production Board’s urgent recommendation for nationwide 
rationing on the one hand and Congressional pleadings 
for delay until after elections this fall on the other hand, 
Roosevelt also has a proposal for a widespread whoop-la 
campaign to emphasize need for saving rubber and urging 
motorists to cut down driving voluntarily. 


x k * 


While administrative details of the 
Murray-Patman Act were nearing 
completion at press time Thursday, 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
advised dealers, who are threatened 
with foreclosures on their floor plan loans, to apply 
immediately to their local courts for a restraining order 
on the ground that, under the Murray-Patman Act, they 
are entitled to RFC loans and that they will be able to 
obtain such as soon as regulations are prepared. RFC 
already has intervened in several individual dealer cases 
where finance companies were foreclosing their whole- 
sale loans. 

Any court, NADA points out, will promptly issue a 
temporary restraining order to give the dealer time to 
obtain his loan from RFC. Such a dealer should advise 
NADA and RFC immediately of his action, NADA urged. 


xk * 


Senator Allen J. Ellender, chairman of 
Congress Gets a sub-committee of Senator Murray’s 
Program for Small Business Committee, and Con- 
Tire Retreading gressman Wright Patman, chairman of 
the Small Business Committee of the 
House, introduced in the Senate and House simultaneously 
last week identical bills embracing a plan to keep service- 
able tires on 20 million automobiles for the duration of 
the war with the use of only 3,500 tons of crude rubber 
annually from the nation’s stockpile of probably 750,000 
tons. The Senate bill is No. 2560, the House bill, H. R. 
7156, but the measure will be termed the Ellender-Patman 
tire bill. 
The plan, result of more than three months of study 
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News in Brief 


effect June 1, but the board said 
this drastic cut would not be 
necessary, because of “a marked 
improvement in the_ gasoline 
stock position in the northwest- 
ern states during the past 
two weeks.” 


Use Tax Stays 
WASHINGTON.—With initial 
grumbling of motorists dying 
down, the $5-a-year federal use 
tax on automobiles appears to 
be a war fixture. The first full 
$5 fee, due ay 1, is eae. 
i eas ’ ° 
— oe : Exports at Peak 
WASHINGTON.—U. S, ex- 
ports, including lend-lease ship- 
ments, mounted to a_ record 
$681,979,000 in April. Commerce 
department said this was an 
increase of about $73,000,000 
over March. Imports, however, 
declined about $53,000,000 to 
$234,122,000 during April. 


Deliveries Uncut 

WASHINGTON.—Filling sta- 
tions and bulk consumers of 
gasoline in Oregon and Wash- 
ington may continue to receive 
6624 percent of normal deliver- 
ies, the War Production Board 
announced. A 50 percent cut in 
gasoline deliveries in these 
states was to have gone into 


















Don’t Let OPA 
Get Off the Hook 


At the start of new-car rationing, OPA officials made 
a definite promise that all of the 355,000 cars in Pool A 
would be released by March, 1943. They have reiterated 
that promise from time to time since then. 


Although OPA as yet has given no indication of 
reneging on that promise, due to the added obstacles 
of gasoline and tire rationing, dealers must be on their 
guard to see that the promise is fulfilled. Gasoline and 
tire restrictions are not the fault of dealers; they 
should not be made to suffer further because of the 
bungling of others. 


Sessa 





and hearings, is based upon the fact that tires can be 
retreaded with reclaimed rubber under new processes 
recently developed by tire manufacturers and retreaders 
with the use of a maximum of two ounces of crude 
rubber to the tire. The bill provides that, under the 
direction of a deputy price administrator, the whole tire 
situation shall be surveyed, and that all tires shall be 
inspected at regular intervals by independent tire dealers. 
Thus the need in any case for recapped tires can be 
determined. It is estimated that the retreading or re- 
capping of 30 million tires per year, as provided in the 
plan, will, under the restricted automobile use now in 
effect, keep 20 million cars in usable condition. 

The bill requires that in order for the automobile owner 
to secure a tire, casing or tube, he shall deliver, at the 
time of his purchase, a used tire, casing or tube. In 
addition, the Rubber Reserve Corp. shall, to the fullest 
practical extent, acquire immediately all the scrap rubber 
which is in the stocks of dealers at the present time, at 
the maximum price now in effect. After a period of 60 
days manufacturers using scrap rubber may buy it for 
any price they can secure it. It is thought by these 
methods the present supply of reclaimed rubber can be 
enormously increased. 


xk * 


The longest and most important step 
ever taken to wipe out highway barriers 
was announced last week by Secretary 
of Commerce Jesse Jones, chairman of 
the President’s Committee on Federal- 
State Cooperation in the War Effort, who reported that 
all 48 states now have agreed to uniform minimum 
standard and reciprocal license arrangements with respect 
to motor transport for the duration. 

Movement for the elimination of impediments to the 
war effort between the states was initiated at the confer- 
ence of 200 state officials called by Jones on May 5-7. 
The emergency formula governing minimum sizes and 
weights of commercial motor vehicles, which the governors 
of all 48 states have approved for the duration of the 
war, provides: 

1. permissible width—96 inches; 2. permissible heights— 
12', feet; 3. permissible length of a single vehicle—35 feet; 
4. permissible length of a combination—45 feet; 5. permis- 
sible weight per inch width of tire—600 pounds; 
6. permissible weight on single axle—18,000 pounds; 
7. permissible weight on two axles—30,000 pounds; 
8. permissible weight on three axles—40,000 pounds; 
9. permissible weight of semi trailers—40,000 pounds; 
10. permissible weight of other combinations—40,000 
pounds. 

The reciprocal license arrangement will mean that 
any truck, carrying papers identifying its cargo as war 
material, will be able to go from state to state without 
buying the license plates frequently required at each 
state border. 


All States Agree 
On Uniform 
Truck Standards 





HOW DEALERS FEEL ABOUT OLDSMOBILE .. 


HOTPOINT 
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THEY ALL HAVE THEIR OWN 

WAY OF SAYING THEY’RE 

STRONGER THAN EVER FOR 
OLDSMOBILE 


«4 KANSAS CITY, MO.—“As we look back 
5 over the years, it is now apparent that Oldsmo- 
bile was planning in a more effective way in the 
/field than other automobile manufacturers.” 


N. S. O’Neill, Greenlease-O’Neill, Inc. 


CHICAGO, ILL.—‘‘After twenty-one years in 
the automobile business...we can tell you that 
during the last year we have learned more about 
business management and modern service from 
your organization than we learned during the preced- 


ing twenty years.” S. L. Davis, Davis Motors 








“| WEBSTER GROVES, MO.—‘We would like 
: / to extend our thanks to the Oldsmobile person- 
\ nel for the splendid help they have given us.” 


John E. Vollmer, Vollmer-Slawson Motor Co., Inc. 


EAD that letter at the left. Read those 
typical excerpts above. Oldsmobile 
factory-dealer relations have met the acid 
test of war, because Oldsmobile has been 
doing things for its dealers. 


When new cars were frozen, Oldsmobile got 
behind its dealers with a constructive, long- 
range business management program. When 
dealers needed practical help more than ever 
before, Oldsmobile’s entire field organization 
got behind a planned program to sell more 
service. When “priority selling” of new cars 
began, Oldsmobile was first to support its 
dealers with timely nation-wide advertising. 


Oldsmobile dealers know the factory is with 
them—even to the point of buying back their 
“frozen” new cars if they want to sell. They 
know their interests will be protected after 
this war is over. And they are determined 
to stick it out, with Oldsmobile’s help, to 
finish the job they’ve started ... the job of 
keeping Uncle Sam’s transportation system 
rolling on to Victory! 


AMERICA’S OLDEST , 
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Sparks 


THE BRITISH lion gives the 
lion’s share of the credit to the 
Chrysler M-3 tanks for stopping 
the Axis drive in Libya. “They 
can take everything Jerry sends, 
while their gunpower is astonish- 
ing. They are wizards,” say the 
crewmen, while one British tank 
officer improves the eulogy by 
pithily remarking: “They are damn 
fine tanks.” And as an additional 
compliment, the M-3s have been 
dubbed the “General Grants.” 
After reading about how the 
Chryslers gave Hitler hell, one 
doesn’t have to ask why this nick- 
name was coined. 

* * 

WITH THE above as my intro- 
duction to the question I have in 
mind, I am going to let my imagin- 
ation run riot. I look into my 
editorial rear-view mirror to a 
year ago in late April when we 
Paul Prys and Peeping Toms fore- 
gathered at the new Chrysler 
Arsenal as the first of the M-3s 
came off the assembly line. We 
who write were not the only guests 
present. The Army in all its gold- 
braid glory was there, too. It 
was K. T. Keller's big day. The 
speaker’s platform creaked under 
the weight of the brass hat gentry 
for the crowning event of the 
day—the presentation of that first 
tank to Uncle Sam with the com- 
pliments of the Chrysler distribu- 
tors and dealers. 

It was handsome Harry Som- 
mers, now president of the Na- 
tional Automobile Dealers Assn., 
and also the Chrysler distributor in 
Atlanta, who did the talking. He 
told of the patriotic spirit of the 
Chrysler distributors and dealers 
he represented, and how they had 
raised $35,000 to buy this first tank 
for the Army. 

* * 

NOW I am wondering if this first 
tank bought for Uncle Sam if by 
any chance could be over in Libya 
right now, one of the “General 
Grants.” Stranger things than 
that have happened. 

* 


ONE BY ONE the Grim Reaper's 
scythe is cutting down the veterans 
who made Chicago’s Automobile 
Row the most famous in the world, 
this time Harry T. Hollingshead, 
whose funeral last Monday was 
attended by hundreds of _ his 
friends, for Harry, in addition to 
selling motor cars was a power in 
Chicago politics. He was my friend, 
too, for the same year I joined 
Motor Age, 1905, he took over as 
Stearns-Knight distributor. When 
Charley Nash set up in business 
for himself, buying out the Jeffrey 
company in 1916, Hollingshead had 
sold Nash cars in the Chicago ter- 
ritory continuously. He took an 
active interest in the Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn., was its 
president for two years. 


AS I LOOK back over the 37 
years Harry was a big figure on 
the Chicago Row, I check off many 
of the pioneers who figured in the 
news in the first decade of the 
present century and who have 
crossed the River Styx—Walter 
Githens, Henry Paulman, Ralph 
Temple, Harry Branstetter, Jack 
Banta, to name a few, all of whom 
contributed to the glory of the Row. 

Of those still in business, Jim 
Levy of Buick is dean. Mike Lana- 
han of Dodge is one of the old 
gang of my time. So is Earl Butler 
of Hudson. Others I have lost 
track of, and I wonder what's 
happened to Jack Davis of Winton, 
Louis Geyler of early Hudson days, 


and Walden Shaw. 
—Curis SINSABAUGH 
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Decision Near on U.S. Fuel Rationing 


Nationwide Program Up to Roosevelt, With July 15 Likely Starting Date; 
All States Drop Trade Barriers; Bills Offer Tire-Retread 
Plan; Dealers Urged to Seek Relief in Court 


With President Roosevelt due to decide 
by June 9 on whether gasoline ration- 
ing will be made nationwide, probably 
starting July 15, plans were being 
completed last week for a permanent 
system of fuel rationing in the 17 Eastern Seaboard states. 
This system, in the event nationwide rationing is ordered, 
would allow each motorist an “A” card, consisting of six 
pages with eight coupons to a page. Each page would 
be good for 60 days, the result being about four gallons 
weekly based on a proposed maximum of 2,800 miles 
annually for non-essential motorists. 

Roosevelt advisers have submitted a nationwide fuel 
rationing plan to him but there is no indication what 
course the President will adopt. Faced with the War 
Production Board’s urgent recommendation for nationwide 
rationing on the one hand and Congressional pleadings 
for delay until after elections this fall on the other hand, 
Roosevelt also has a proposal for a widespread whoop-la 
campaign to emphasize need for saving rubber and urging 
motorists to cut down driving voluntarily. 

x *k * 

While administrative details of the 
Murray-Patman Act were nearing 
completion at press time Thursday, 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
advised dealers, who are threatened 
with foreclosures on their floor plan loans, to apply 
immediately to their local courts for a restraining order 
on the ground that, under the Murray-Patman Act, they 
are entitled to RFC loans and that they will be able to 
obtain such as soon as regulations are prepared. RFC 
already has intervened in several individual dealer cases 
where finance companies were foreclosing their whole- 
sale loans. ; 

Any court, NADA points out, will promptly issue a 
temporary restraining order to give the dealer time to 
obtain his loan from RFC. Such a dealer should advise 
NADA and RFC immediately of his action, NADA urged. 


x * k 


Senator Allen J. Ellender, chairman of 
Congress Gets a sub-committee of Senator Murray’s 
Program for Small Business Committee, and Con- 
Tire Retreading gressman Wright Patman, chairman of 
the Small Business Committee of the 
House, introduced in the Senate and House simultaneously 
last week identical bills embracing a plan to keep service- 
able tires on 20 million automobiles for the duration of 
the war with the use of only 3,500 tons of crude rubber 
annually from the nation’s stockpile of probably 750,000 
tons. The Senate bill is No. 2560, the House bill, H. R. 
7156, but the measure will be termed the Ellender-Patman 
tire bill. 
The plan, result of more than three months of study 
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News in Brief 
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ve 2s oS Exports at Peak 

WASHINGTON. —U. S, ex- 
ports, including lend-lease ship- 
ments, mounted to a _ record 
$681,979,000 in April. Commerce 
department said this was an 
increase of about $73,000,000 
over March. Imports, however, 
declined about $53,000,000 to 
$234,122,000 during April. 


Deliveries Uncut 
WASHINGTON.—Filling  sta- 
tions and bulk consumers of 
gasoline in Oregon and Wash- 
ington may continue to receive 
6634 percent of normal deliver- 
ies, the War Production Board 
announced. A 50 percent cut in 
gasoline deliveries in these 
states was to have gone into 













Don’t Let OPA 
Get Off the Hook 


At the start of new-car rationing, OPA officials made 
a definite promise that all of the 355,000 cars in Pool A 
would be released by March, 1943. They have reiterated 
that promise from time to time since then. 


Although OPA as yet has given no indication of 
reneging on that promise, due to the added obstacles 
of gasoline and tire rationing, dealers must be on their 
guard to see that the promise is fulfilled. Gasoline and 
tire restrictions are not the fault of dealers; they 
should not be made to suffer further because of the 
bungling of others. 


snes 














and hearings, is based upon the fact that tires can be 
retreaded with reclaimed rubber under new processes 
recently developed by tire manufacturers and retreaders 
with the use of a maximum of two ounces of crude 
rubber to the tire. The bill provides that, under the 
direction of a deputy price administrator, the whole tire 
situation shall be surveyed, and that all tires shall be 
inspected at regular intervals by independent tire dealers. 
Thus the need in any case for recapped tires can be 
determined. It is estimated that the retreading or re- 
capping of 30 million tires per year, as provided in the 
plan, will, under the restricted automobile use now in 
effect, keep 20 million cars in usable condition. 

The bill requires that in order for the automobile owner 
to secure a tire, casing or tube, he shall deliver, at the 
time of his purchase, a used tire, casing or tube. In 
addition, the Rubber Reserve Corp. shall, to the fullest 
practical extent, acquire immediately all the scrap rubber 
which is in the stocks of dealers at the present time, at 
the maximum price now in effect. After a period of 60 
days manufacturers using scrap rubber may buy it for 
any price they can secure it. It is thought by these 
methods the present supply of reclaimed rubber can be 
enormously increased. 


xk * 


The longest and most important step 
ever taken to wipe out highway barriers 
was announced last week by Secretary 
of Commerce Jesse Jones, chairman of 
the President’s Committee on Federal- 
State Cooperation in the War Effort, who reported that 
all 48 states now have agreed to uniform minimum 
standard and reciprocal license arrangements with respect 
to motor transport for the duration. 

Movement for the elimination of impediments to the 
war effort between the states was initiated at the confer- 
ence of 200 state officials called by Jones on May 5-7. 
The emergency formula governing minimum sizes and 
weights of commercial motor vehicles, which the governors 
of all 48 states have approved for the duration of the 
war, provides: 

1. permissible width—96 inches; 2. permissible heights— 
12!. feet; 3. permissible length of a single vehicle—35 feet; 
4. permissible length of a combination—45 feet; 5. permis- 


All States Agree 
On Uniform 
Truck Standards 


sible weight per inch width of tire—600 pounds; 
6. permissible weight on single axle—18,000 pounds; 
7. permissible weight on two axles—30,000 pounds; 
8. permissible weight on three axles—40,000 pounds; 


9. permissible weight of semi trailers—40,000 pounds; 
10. permissible weight of other combinations—40,000 
pounds. 

The reciprocal license arrangement will mean that 
any truck, carrying papers identifying its cargo as war 
material, will be able to go from state to state without 
buying the license plates frequently required at each 
state border. 
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Scrap Rubber Solution? 


U.S. Urged to Buy 
Dealers’ Used Cars 


WASHINGTON.—Appeal to fed- 
eral officials to draft for the use 
of war workers the million or more 
used automobiles in dealers’ hands 
before seizing private cars, was 
made here last week by National 
Automobile Dealers Assn. The pro- 
posal was sent to all officials hav- 
ing anything to do with the rubber 
and transportation situations and 
also to congressional leaders. 

These one million or more idle 
used cars, NADA declared, are, in 
the main, in excellent mechanical 
operating condition and could be 
transferred to workers beginning 
immediately with no inconvenience 
to anyone. By contrast, private- 
car seizures would involve extend- 





ed delays and_ seriously incon- 
venience private owners. 

Only the release of an average of 
one and one-third recapped tires 
for each car would be necessary 
to make all of the cars now in 
dealers’ hands ready for the road, 
it was declared. To meet this 
situation, dealers propose that they 
gather at their own expense suffi- 
cient reclaimed rubber to recap 
the tires, and that government 
agencies release to them enough 
crude to lock the reclaimed caps 
on. It is estimated that only about 
130 tons of crude rubber would be 
required for recapping the needed 
one and one-third million tires. 

This would supply transportation 
for anywhere from one million to 
five million workers, depending on 
how efficiently the workers doubled 
up on their driving. Disposal of 
all cars with recapped tires would 
be under strict federal supervision 
as a guarantee that they would 
not be used for private purposes. 

Other than supplying immediate 
transportation of one million or 
more units, NADA officials as- 
serted, operation of the plan might 
solve the whole perplexing prob- 
lem of scrap rubber collection. 
NADA insists that through its 
44,000 dealer contacts with tire 
users it can collect more scrap 
than all other agencies in the na- 
tion. Dealers offer to make the 
test at their own expense. No 
government appropriation is asked 
to assist in launching the plan, 
and “none will be asked later.” 



























































Denver Ration 
Chief Pledges 
Aid to Dealers 


DENVER. “We are making 
every effort to get new automobiles 
into the hands of the people en- 
titled to them under the terms of 
the rationing act,” said Robert E. 
Harveny, city rationing adminis- 
trator. 

“It is our desire to aid the local 
automobile dealers in disposing of 
the cars they have on hand. We 
want to work with them, and that 
is what we are doing. During the 
past several weeks there has been 
an increase in applicants here. 
This is due, I think, to the fact that 
automobile dealers in Denver are 
educating those entitled to cars. 
At first, prospective new car buyers 
were slow in making applications 
not knowing whether they were 
entitled to a new car or not.” 

Harvey is doing his part in 
educating the people of Denver to 
make use of the rationing act and 
get full benefit. He has made 
numerous talks before different 
groups in Denver and other parts 
of Colorado. 








Army, Navy 
Personnel May 
Buy New Cars 


DETROIT.— Army and Navy 
personnel assigned to special duty 
at industrial establishments, on 
construction jobs or in similar ac- 
tivities, may establish eligibility as 
defense workers to buy new auto- 
mobiles, or tires for use on their 
own cars, by meeting requirements 
announced last week by the Office 
of Price Administrator. 

After conferences with the OPA, 
the War and Navy departments 
have agreed that applications by 
Army and Navy personnel under 
the pertinent sections of the auto- 
mobile or tire rationing regulations 
must be reviewed by the senior 
commanding officer at the post or 
in the area in which the duties of 
the applicant are performed. When 
the application is presented to the 
local rationing board, it should be 
accompanied by a letter from the 
commanding officer certifying that: 


ese) » 


Eligible Car Buyers 


Are Cheered 

COLUMBUS, O.—-Persons eligible 
to buy new automobiles are not 
likely to be affected by restrictions 
expected to be imposed in the near 
future on nearly all motorists of 
the country, in the opinion of M. A. 
Pixley, city and county rationing 
coordinator of Franklin county. 


An interpretation of rules and 
regulations covering the rationing 
of automobiles should not create 
apprehension on the part of poten- 
tial new car buyers that they may 
be unable to use the cars after they 
are purchased, he said. Pixley 


said: ; . 1. The automobile or the tires are 
“It is my understanding that{to be used for necessary travel in 
those eligible for new cars are|the performance of the duty as- 


deemed necessary and essential in 
the performance of public service. 
So it would follow that whatever 
restrictions are imposed in the 
future to prevent the waste of rub- 
ber or cars would not affect per- 
sons in the eligible category for 
new cars.” 


signed. 

2. No quarters can be provided 
the applicant at this post of duty. 

3. There is no other means of 
transportation available. 

4. Every effort has been made 
to arrange for “doubling up,” so 
that the personally-owned cars of 
the men involved are used to the 
maximum. 

5. The applicant has agreed to 
use his car only for the purposes 
for which the application is made, 
except for minimum incidental use 
for other than pleasure driving. 

Even after these requirements 
are complied with, military person- 
nel, in going before a local board, 
still must make the same showing 
of need for the tires or car that 
is required of civilians. 






Nannies on Wheels 
For ‘Blitzed’ Kids 

LONDON. — Children made 
homeless in certain blitzed areas 
of England, will be visited by 
“Nannies” on wheels. 

They are three cars which 
form a mobile infant welfare 
unit. Equipped with everything 
from a cooking stove to a new- 
born baby’s first garment, “Nan- 
nie I” is the maternity van with 
complete accouchement equip- 
ment, “Nannie II” the technical 
van for dispensing and emer- 
gency feeding of mothers and 
infants, and “Nannie III” for 
spares and supplies. They are 
staffed by three state registered 
nurses, five nurses who have 
had ae short infant welfare 
course and a male orderly-cum- 
mechanic. 

When the unit goes into action 
a tent annex provides ward 
accommodation, and is fitted up 
with portable cots and bed. 













Sommers Will Head 
Rationing in Southeast 

ATLANTA. (UTPS) Harry 
Sommers, president of the National 
Automobile Dealers’ Assn., has 
been appointed regional rationing 
administrator for the Southeast. 

States in the district include 
Virginia, North and South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi ana Tennessee. 

















Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
“Sparks’’ column is read by _ the 
‘“‘wide-awake” in industry. 









Offices to Contact 
On War Products 


Here is a list of the War 
Department, Corps of Engi- 
neers, procurement offices 
which dealers can contact if 
they are interested in new 
products for war service that 
they might be able to produce: 

Chief of Procurement, Engi- 
neers Procurement District, 120 
Wall St., Room 601, New York, 
N. ¥. 

Chief of Procurement, Engi- 
neers Procurement District, 10th 
Floor, Sixth & Walnut Sts., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Chief of Procurement, Engi- 
neers Procurement District, 536 
New Federal Building, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Chief of Procurement, Engi- 
neers Procurement District, 
Merchandise Mart, Room 516, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Chief of Procurement, Engi- 
neers Procurement District, P. 
O. Box 210, Mobile, Ala. 

Chief of Procurement, Engi- 
neers Procurement District, 401 
Custom House, San Francisco. 


Car Releases 


Only 50% of 
Quota in Wis. 


MILWAUKEE.—Sale of new cars 
in Wisconsin presents none too 
rosy a picture. In Milwaukee, for 
example, purchase certificates for 
only 331 new cars had been issued 
to eligible buyers from the time 
rationing became effective until 
May 22. And of this number, only 
238 certificate holders have bought 
new automobiles. 

Slightly more than 50 percent of 
the new automobiles available for 
rationing in Wisconsin in the last 
three months have been allotted, 
according to Don T. Allen, state 
rationing administrator. 

To date about 20 new dealers 
have discontinued business in Mil- 
waukee county along with 50 repair 
garages and 67 filling stations. 
The sales force of the 120 new 
automobile dealers in the county, 
which once exceeded 1,000 men, is 
now down to about 200. It is esti- 
mated that the number of filling 
station employes has dropped from 
2,500 to about 1,800 in the county. 

Typical of many counties around 
the state outside of Milwaukee 
county is Fond du Lac, which had 
a quota of 70 new cars for March, 
April and May, 55 applications, and 
35 certificates for authority to pur- 
chase new cars. 
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WPB OK’s Conversion 


Of Medium 


WASHINGTON. — The __ reserve 
stock of heavy-duty trucks, over 
16,000 gross vehicle weight, has 
become so alarmingly low that 
WPB has already started refusing 
requests from prospective buyers 
uniess the type of work is such 
that it cannot be handled by any 
other combination of truck and 
trailer or truck and third axle. 


All applicants to ODT for heavy- 
duty trucks are now asked to in- 
vestigate the possibilities of using 
either a truck-semi-trailer or 1%- 
ton truck built up with bogie 
or third axle and even auxiliary 
power plant or “booster power” 
if necessary. 

This ruling from the office of 

L. Vaniman, deputy chief of 
the Automotive Branch, WPB, is 
said to give bogie and third-axle 
manufacturers the same ability to 
get materials to build these units 
as the trailer manufacturers have 
and also enables them to get tires 
to provide with the units. 

Truck dealers therefore are given 
a green light on the rebuilding of 
their new 1'-ton units into the 
heavy-duty classification under this 
ruling, as well as rebuilding used 
trucks of less than 16,000 pounds 
gross into completed heavy-duty 
truck units through the coopera- 
tion of the axle-unit representa- 


tives in the field. 
* + * 


Chevrolet Dealers Set 


For Truck Conversion 

DETROIT.—Practical exhaustion 
of the supply of heavy-duty trucks, 
upon which hinge the major haul- 
ing operations in the country, 
focuses attention upon the neces- 
sity for truck dealers to convert 
so-called “medium” trucks to take 
over the big-haul operations which 
must be done if the nation’s trans- 
portation system is to handle its 
end of the war job, W. E. Fish, 
manager of Chevrolet’s truck de- 
partment, said last week. 

Foreseeing the present critical 
situation, Chevrolet has made 
available to dealers full instruc- 
tions for expanding the capacities 
of medium trucks to pinch-hit for 
the no longer available heavy-duty 
units, Fish said. 

“Such conversion and expansion 
is no new development in the truck 
field,” Fish pointed out. “Responsi- 
ble manufacturers have produced 
conversion equipment for many 
years. The present war emergency 


Over-Road Regulations 
Relaxed by ODT 


DETROIT.—Several changes 
the four general orders for con- 
servation of trucks and tires have 
been announced by the Office of 
Defense Transportation. 

Joseph B. Eastman, director of 
ODT, emphasized that the deter- 
mination to achieve the objectives 
of the orders has not been relaxed. 
Such changes as were made, East- 
man said, have been approved only 
to give industries affected addi- 
tional time to work out their own 
plans for attaining the objectives 
of the orders. 

In the major changes announced, 
the ODT: 

1. Postponed from June 1 to July 
1 the effective date of a provision 
of Orders 3, 4, and 5 prohibiting 
the operation of trucks in over-the- 
road deliveries unless loaded to 75 
percent of capacity on return trip. 

2. Relaxed a provision of Order 
No. 6 with respect to newspapers 
and set up two alternate plans for 
conservation of trucks engaged in 
newspaper delivery service. 

3. Extended jurisdiction of the 
local delivery order to 25 miles 
beyond the corporate limits of the 
municipalities. 

4. Exempted trucks engaged ex- 
clusively in the pickup or delivery 
of telegraphic, radio and cable 


communications and the U. S. mails | 


from the provisions of Order No. 6. 

5. Relaxed Order No. 6 with 
respect to coal trucks and set 
July 1 as the effective date of 
the mileage reduction program for 
such vehicles. 


6. Extended to July 1 the effec- | 
6 with) 


tive date of Order No. 


in| ped for the 








transportation of 
bulk liquids. 

Postponement of the return load 
provisions of Orders Nos. 3, 4, and 
5 means that until July 1 trucks 
engaged in over-the-road opera- 
tions may return empty to the 
point of origin, if there is no cargo 
available for transportation on the 
return trip. 

This provision was postponed, 
the ODT explained, to allow indus- 
try more time in which to work 
out practicable programs for re- 
turn loads and mileage reductions 
in their operations. Truck opera- 
tors were urged to continue with- 
out letup their preparation for 
such programs. 

* * 


WPB Modifies Rules 
On Truck Rationing 


WASHINGTON.—The War Pro- 
duction Board has modified its 
New Commercial Motor Vehicle ra- 
tioning program so that the Army 
and Navy and certain other war 
agencies can obtain trucks with- 
out applying for special permits, 
when trucks are built to order for 
such agencies. 

The order provides also a clarify- 
ing clause in the definition of sales 
agency to make it plain that manu- 
facturers of bodies for mounting 
on truck chassis produced by other 
manufacturers are not considered 
as coming within the definition of 
Sales Agency. 

It also adds transportation of 


mine products to the list of uses 
for which new commercial vehicle 


respect to trucks primarily equip-' purchases may be approved. 


Trucks 


highlights the necessity for produc- 
ing trucks of expanded capacity. 
Our prime effort has been to serve 
as liaison between Chevrolet deal- 
ers and these established manufac- 
turers of converting and specializ- 
ing equipment.” 

Specialized mechanical informa- 
tion treating exclusively with truck 
conversion has been presented to 
Chevrolet dealers, who still have 
adequate supplies of either new or 
used medium trucks, all of which 
can be converted into units capa- 
ble of handling heavy-duty loads. 


“More than 60 percent of all 
trucks require some form of spe- 
cial equipment,” Fish pointed out, 
“for the truck has become a highly 
specialized transport unit. Thou- 
sands of truck operators cannot 
purchase new equipment under the 
rulings established by the Office of 
Defense Transportation. And even 
those operators, who are eligible, 
are up against a dire shortage of 
the heavier equipment. The only 
answer open to the automotive 
industry and the businessmen it 
must serve, is conversion of such 
equipment as is _ still available, 
which is in full accord with the 
stated aims of the ODT and the 
War Production Board, as_ ex- 
pressed by R. L. Vaniman, deputy 
chief of WPB automotive branch.” 


Citing an example of a medium 
truck conversion job, Fish pointed 
to a highway tanker, a mammoth 
unit whose original capacity was 
14,000 pounds gross weight. With 
the addition of a tandem drive 
rear end, special transmission, and 
tandem semi-trailer, the unit now 
handles 56,000 pounds gross. 

“Expanding the capacity of 
trucks now classified as ‘medium’ 
units is a solution to this critical 
problem,” Fish said. “Full infor- 
mation covering the job, which can 
be done economically, has been for- 
warded to Chevrolet dealers. 

“In addition, Chevrolet recently 
called to Detroit 16 zone truck 
managers from as many vital war 
production areas in the country. 
These men were given full data en 
this truck conversion job and are 
now out in the field directing 
dealers in the operation.” 


Truck Releases 
Total 37,584 


WASHINGTON. — War Produc- 
tion Board, during the week ended 
May 30, released 4,214 trucks, 
truck trailers and miscellaneous 
vehicles to civilian users and hold- 
ers of Government Exemption Per- 
mits, raising to 37,584 the number 
of new trucks released since ra- 
tioning began March 9. 


In the week, 510 light, 1,201 
medium and 402 heavy trucks, 253 
trailers and 14 miscellaneous vehi- 
cles were released to civilian users. 
Holders of Government Exemption 
Permits, which include permits for 
export by private individuals, re- 
ceived 662 light, 729 medium and 
220 heavy trucks, 101 trailers and 
122 miscellaneous vehicles during 
the same period. 


Since the start of the program 
March 9, a total of 3,077 light, 8,005 
medium and 3,651 heavy trucks, 
2,184 trailers and 126 miscellaneous 
vehicles have been released to civil- 
ian users, while 6,208 light, 8,474 
medium and 2,657 heavy trucks, 
822 trailers and 2,380 miscellaneous 
vehicles have been released to GEP 
holders. This makes a total of 
17,043 vehicles of all types covered 
by the program released to civilian 
users and 20,541 released on the 
GEP basis. 


98 Ships Built in May 
Sets U. S. Records 


DETROIT.—U. S. shipyards de- 
livered 58 steel cargo ships during 
May, an all-time record, the Mari- 
time Commission reported last 
week. The vessels weighed 632,000 
deadweight tons. 

Rear Admiral Howard L. Vick- 
ery, commission vice chairman, 
predicted that the 1942-43 goal of 
23,000,000 deadweight tons of mer- 
chant ships might be bettered by 
5,000,000 tons “if everything clicks 
and we get the steel.” 
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Motor Industry Launches 


‘Job is Being Done,’ 


Car Makers 


DETROIT.—“The job is being 
done,” the automotive industry de- 
clares in a report to the nation on 
its armaments production progress 
in the six months since Pearl 
Harbor. 


Citing scores of specific instances, 
the Automotive Council for War 
Production shows that adaptations 
of automotive technologies to 
“mass production for mass destruc- 
tion” are resulting in an “outpour- 
ing of the tools of war, the magni- 


Arms Output 
Meeting Needs 
Of U. S., Allies 


WASHINGTON. — Noting that 
shipping is now the major problem, 
Undersecretary of War Robert 
Paterson last week declared that 
war weapons are coming from 
American factories in quantities 
sufficient to supply both the needs 
of our own Army as well as 
our Allies. 


“IT am sure,” said Paterson, “that 
the production of armaments will 
keep pace with need, and ahead of 
shipping. We will be able to equip 
all the troops we can raise. 

“I am not saying that this will 
not call for continuous effort on 
the part of American industry. 
Production problems have not all 
been solved. However, I am con- 
fident that we will find a solution 
for all of them.” 


Increased issue of small arms 
resulted chiefly from the danger of 
attack by parachute troops, Pat- 
erson said. 


A serious shortage of certain 
raw materials still exists, he said, 
including rubber, nickel and cop- 
per, and there are still “tight 
situations” in the supply of such 
materials as aluminum forgings 
and parts. 


Chrysler Stayed 


On Car Financing 


WASHINGTON.—Supreme Court 
ruled last week that the Federal 
District Court at South Bend, Ind., 
had acted correctly in continuing 
until Jan. 1, 1943, a consent decree 
restraining Chrysler Corp. from 
acquiring an interest in any auto- 
mobile finance company. 

The original decree, growing out 
of the anti-trust suits of the De- 
partment of Justice directed at 
automobile financing, provided that 
Chrysler would be free to own a 
finance company if the General 
Motors Corp. had not been re- 
quired, as the result of other litiga- 
tion to divest itself of ownership 
and control of the General Motors 
Acceptance Corp. by Jan. 1, 1941. 

This date was extended by the 
District Court first to Jan. 1, 1942, 
and then to Jan. 1, 1943, because 
of additional time required for civil 
proceedings against GM in the 
Federal District Court in North- 
ern Illinois. 


Justice Byrnes pointed out that 
“we cannot be blind to the fact 
that the complete cessation of the 
manufacture of new automobiles 
and light trucks has drastically 
minimized the significance of the 
competitive factor.” 


Simpson’s Rubber Scrap 
Claims Held Fantastic 


NEW YORK.—Elliot Simpson's 
recent testimony, before a Congres- 
sional committee, that there are 
10 million tons of scrap rubber in 
the United States, is branded 
fantastic and without foundation 
by Charles L. Lipsett, publisher of 
the Waste Trade Journal. 


Answering the New York rubber 
dealer’s testimony, Lipsett declares 
that the rubber in existing tires 
on 32,000,000 vehicles would yield 
only about 1,000,000 tons. The rub- 
ber heels, soles on tennis shoes, 
garden hose, rubber gloves, etc., 
do not make up an additional nine 
million tons, he asserted. 


Pete Wemhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising 


Report 


tude of which the world has never 
seen before.” 

Published in the form of a 
pamphlet, entitled, “The Job Is 
Being Done—The Automotive In- 
dustry’s Report to the Nation, Its 
Only Customer Today,” the indus- 
try’s statement emphasizes that 
America’s peacetime producers of 
motor vehicles and parts generally 
are running far ahead of the con- 
tractual delivery schedules of their 
huge armaments assignments. 

What is happening, explains 
Alvan Macauley, president of the 
Automotive Council, in a foreword, 
is that “the motorized might which 
shattered the world’s peace has 
challenged the motor-making might 
of America. 

“In goading American minds and 
hands into using mass production 
techniques of peace for the pur- 
poses of war, the enemies of free 
men have released the power that 
can ride them down, drive them 
to earth, destroy them.” 

Statistically, the record shows 
these significant facts: 

Orders given automotive com- 
panies in the first five weeks 
following Pearl Harbor equalled 
the total volume of all orders 
placed with them in the two full 
years that followed the invasion 
of Poland; 

Orders now exceed $14 billion 
(against $4 billion on Dec. 7)—a 
production job equivalent in 
materials and manpower to turn- 
ing out 15 million cars and 
trucks, or 300 percent of the peak 
annual output of peacetime; 

Deliveries in the six months 
since Pearl Harbor exceeded by 
50 percent the volume of arma- 
ments shipments from the start 
of the re-armament program in 
September, 1939, to last Dec. 7; 

Deliveries in the six months 
ending June 7 equal one-third of 
the total value of all orders on 
hand at the start of that period. 


After citing the industrywide co- 
operation in pooling technical data 
and facilities that marked and still 
is marking the automotive compa- 
nies’ unprecedented war produc- 
tion effort, the statement declares 
that “the production stream is 
swelling mightily by the hour. 
Though production rates are mili- 
tary secrets, the publishable facts 
show that the job is being done.” 


Ashenfelter Gets 
Pa. OPA Post 


HARRISBURG, Pa.— Raymond 
F. Ashenfelter, controller and as- 
sistant treasurer of Joseph Horne 
Co., Pittsburgh department store, 
last week was named OPA direc- 
tor for Pennsylvania. The appoint- 
ment automatically eliminates the 
post of state rationing administra- 
tor held by Telmer  Transeau, 
safety engineer, whom Gov. Arthur 
H. James insisted be appointed to 
the federal job by refusal _ to 
nominate a panel from which OPA 
Chief Leon Henderson could select 
a director. 

State rationing headquarters will 
be moved from Harrisburg to 
Philadelphia, and paid employes 
will replace some of the present 
volunteer workers, it was said. 


New Ice-Grip | 


Tires for Planes 


DETROIT.—An airplane tire, de- 
signed to prevent skidding on ice, 
has been developed by United 
States Rubber Co. Known as the 
“U. S. Ice Grip Tread,” the tire was 
developed at the company’s Detroit 
plant and is being manufactured 
there. Present production is for 
the Army air forces. 


Sharp, cylindrical, crimped steel 
inserts make the tread instantly 
effective on both snow and ice, it is 
said. The inserts are imbedded in 
the tread rubber. 


Seeking Ford Plant 

ATLANTA. — (UTPS) — Negotia- 
itons are now under way between the 
government and the Ford Motor Co., 
according to Robert J. Burke, assistant 
manager of Ford’s Atlanta plant, in 
which the Army is seeking to acquire 
the Ford .assembly plant for the dura- 
tion of the war. 


New Process Speeds 
Rubber Reclaiming 


NEW YORK.—United States 
Rubber Co. has developed a 


method of reclaiming used rub- 
ber which improves the quality 
of the reclaim, saves materials 
and reduces the processing time 
so drastically that it increases 
the capacity of certain existing 
60 percent, it 


equipment by 
is claimed. 
By this method the processing 
cycle is reduced from 16 to 91% 
hours. And at the same time 
the quality of the finished re- 
claim is improved because of a 
change and a reduction in the 
chemicals used in the process, 
according to W. G. Kirby, man- 
ager of reclaim development of 
Naugatuck Chemical division, 
which operates the _ reclaim 
plant for the rubber company. 


Plant Efficiency Book 


WASHINGTON.—A booklet on plant 
efficiency has been published by the 
Division of Information, War Produc- 
tion Board, and is now available for 
distribution, on request. The booklet 
is called “PLANT EFFICIENCY—Ideas 
and Suggestions on Increasing Effi- 
ciency in Smaller Plants.” 
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Huge Salvage Drive 


DETROIT.—An intensive cam- 


He pointed out to the Automotive 


'paign throughout the automotive! Council that nearly 40,000,000 tons 


|/industry to scrap obsolete ma- 
|chinery, equipment and buildings 


| to meet the critical need for metal, | 
|was announced last week by the| 


War Production Board and the 
Automotive Council for War Pro- 
duction. 

| The campaign, which will be in 


operation in all plants on or before | 


June 15, is expected to increase the 
flow of scrap metal into the na- 
tional war effort by thousands 
of tons. 

| The plan which was drafted by 
the Automotive Council and ap- 
proved by the directors at a meet- 
ing Tuesday as a voluntary move, 
has the approval of the WPB and 
will be conducted in close coopera- 
tion with the WPB Industrial Sal- 
vage section as part of the national 
salvage program. 

Ernest Kanzler, WPB regional 
director, who met with the Auto- 
motive Council, stated that the 
action was “an important step to 
alleviate the nation’s critical need 
of all available scrap metal in 
order to keep the war production 
program going in full force.” 





be needed in the 
steel output at 


of scrap will 
nation to keep 
a maximum. 

Alvan Macauley, chairman of the 
Automotive Council, stated, “In full 
recognition of this urgent national 
need, the Automotive Council for 
War Production has pledged that 
this industry shall cooperate with- 
out qualification in the furtherance 
of the nation’s industrial salvage 
program.” 

The automotive industry also 
pledged full cooperation to the gov- 
ernment in the nationwide house- 
to-house salvage campaign, begin- 
ning June 29, and designated Don 
U. Bathrick, sales manager of 
Pontiac Motor division, to repre- 
sent the industry on a _ national 
committee to carry out the drive. 

This program which will enlist 
the automotive industry's dealer 
organizations in the salvage drive, 
ealls for the use of retail outlets 
as receiving depots. The industry 
will cooperate with state and local 
salvage committees in carrying out 





--WHAT THEY SAID 
ABOUT THE 1941 ALMANAC 


the program. 
e 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIOENT 


Mr. George 


M. Slocum, 


Detroit, Michigan 


Dear George: 


ROUGE PLANT 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 


July 16, 
1941 


You have every reason to be 
proud of your 8th Automotive News Almanac, 


which has just arrived. 


It is full of 


valuable information, and as I have oc- 


casion to refer ts the Almanac many times 


during the year, I therefore keep it within 


easy reach 


in my office. 


With best wishes for continued 


success,-= 


EBF 3C 


Yours sincerely, 


Aden, 


President 


Just one of the many letters and comments from 


manufacturers, 


after the 


publishers, 
Almanae 


dealers, 


9 
last year’s was 


etc., 


received 
distributed. 


The 1942 Automotive News Almanac 


now in preparation, will be mailed all 
regular subscribers with June 29th issue. 


Forms are still open for Advertising and 


at $1.50 each or 4 for $5 post-paid. 


extra copies can be ordered in advance 


SLOCUM PUBLISHING CO., 5229 Cass Ave., Detroit 
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Mechanics 


Found in Penna. 


PITTSBURGH.—In every section 
of the country there are many men 
who, though: slightly disabled, or 
handicapped physically, represent 
a large potential source of man- 
power which will not be drawn 
into the armed forces or war pro- 


duction. These men, in a great 
many cases, have _ outstanding 
ability along mechanical lines 


which, if taken advantage of by 
dealers, may help to solve their 
manpower problem. 

Oldsmobile dealers in the Pitts- 


100 Billion Miles 
To be Cut Off 
Road Travel 


WASHINGTON. -— Carried _ to 
logical conclusions, current war- 
necessitated automotive restrictions 
are chopping off one-third of re- 
cent normal motor vehicle travel. 
What does that mean? It means, 
according to best available statis- 
tics, that fully 100 billions “sched- 
uled” miles are not going to be 
traveled over the streets and high- 
ways of the United States this year. 


Surveys conducted throughout 
the country since 1935 under the 
supervision of the Federal Public 
Roads Administration have dis- 
closed that approximately 65 per- 
cent of all highway travel has been 
for “business purposes, or in con- 
nection with such essential activi- 
ties as earning a living or 
maintaining the home.” 

Inasmuch as the intent of auto- 
mobile, truck, tire and gasoline 
rationing, in addition to helping 
win the war, is to curtail necessary 
travel as little as possible, it may 
be assumed that the effective curbs 
are outlawing the other third. 
Total highway travel having soared 
above the 300 billion mark last 
year, it is apparent that more than 
100 billion miles of driving for 
social or recreational purposes 
that, but for war would have 
been achieved this year will not 
be unreeled. 

The impact of such a revolution- 
ary change in American habits 
upon every phase of our national 
life staggers the imagination. Lit- 
erally millions of persons who have 
found their chief source of recrea- 
tion and social intercourse via the 
automobile must revise their lives 
to an unprecedented extent. Time 
alone will tell, however, for with 
probably increasing preoccupation 
with matters connected with the 
war, he would be a seer indeed 
who would hazard a guess upon 
the ultimate result. 





New Cleaners 


Are Offered 


CHICAGO.--A new line of tire, 
body and chrome _rejuvenators, 
known as the Clipper cleaners, is 
announced by the Clipper Products 
Sales Co. here. 

In the presence of a group of 
automotive men, the three Clipper 











cleaners were demonstrated _re- 
cently. 
Democracy is the American way of | 


life; let’s keep it that way. 


burgh area have already started 
working on a plan of training deaf 
mutes as service mechanics. Re- 
sults, according to recent report, 
have been very satisfactory. 


The men were made available 
through the local office of the 
Government Bureau of Rehabilita- 
tion. The government contributes 
to the employer during their first 
six months of training, and pro- 
vides the trainee’s tools, if neces- 
sary. The employer’s only obliga- 
tion is to train the man. 


That, in brief, is the govern- 
ment’s program to place disabled 
people in useful occupations where 
their disabilities will not seriously 
handicap them. 


The experiment was first tried 
with deaf and dumb cases in the 
Pittsburgh area. Reasonable care 
was shown in assigning mutes who 
otherwise were well qualified for 
automobile service work, and the 
dealers report they are well satis- 
fied and that the mutes are doing 
outstanding body work. 

There definitely have been no 
complaints about the mutes. Their 
senses of sight and touch are well 
above average. They are not an- 
noyed by noise. And there is no 
danger of their quitting their jobs 
to join the Army or war production. 





Car Releases 
“ as 
Rise in April 
WASHINGTON.—A sharp pick- 
up in the number of applications 
and in the issuance of rationing 
certificates for new passenger 
automobiles in April as compared 
with March is indicated by returns 
from 31 states that have reported 


thus far, Price Administrator Leon 
Henderson said last week. 


OPA calculations, based on a 
projection of the experience in the 
31 states, indicate a total of about 
29,600 cars will be released by 
rationing for the entire country 
during April. This compares with 
17,059 for March, first month of 
passenger automobile rationing, 
and would bring the total rationed 
in the two months to about 46,650. 

In addition, about 28,000 cars 
that were purchased, but not de- 
livered, before Jan. 1, 1942, have 
been released to their owners. 

This brings total releases to ap- 
proximately 74,650 and reduces to 
about 326,000 the inventory of 
passenger cars available for ra- 
tioning in the 12 months ending 
next Feb. 28. The inventory, which 
was taken as of Feb. 11, 1942, 
showed close to 401,000 new passen- 
ger automobiles in the hands of 
dealers, distributors and manufac- 
turers at that time. This figure did 
not include the government “pool” 
stocks ci 135,000 held back for 
milit:.~ weeds and rationing in 
194::, 

More than three-fourths of ap- 
plications for certificates in the 
first two months of rationing were 
granted. Applications in April, 
based on a projection of the re- 
ports from 31 states, totaled in the 
neighborhood of 39,800, against 
22,604 in March. The calculation 
indicates that 29,600 or 77 percent 
of the April applicants were 
granted certificates, compared with 
17,059 or 75 percent in March. 
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Third of Used Cars 


Have Unsalable Tires 
HARRISBURG, Pa.—A survey 

of used cars in the stocks of 

dealers, made recently by the 


Pennsylvania Automotive Assn., 
reveals the startling fact that 
32.41 percent of the used cars 
had unsalable tires. Further- 
more, 15.70 percent of the used 


cars had a cash value of 
$75 or less. 


New S. O. Method 


Seen Doubling 
Butadiene Output 


NEW YORK.—Development of 


an improved technical method for 
the production of aviation gasoline 
and butadiene, through which the 
output of these essential war 
products will be greatly increased 
with virtually no change in plants 
now under way, was announced 
last week by W. S. Farish, presi- 
dent of Standard Oil Co. of 
New Jersey. 

Farish said the improvement, 
worked out by Standard Oil De- 
velopment Co., the technical or- 
ganization of the New Jersey 
company, will mean an increase of 
two and a half to three times in 
the output of butadiene, the chief 
ingredient of synthetic rubber, or 
a 15 percent greater output of 
100-octane gasoline. Construction 
of new plants will not be delayed 
by installation of the new method, 
it is said. 

It is estimated that under the 
present program of 800,000 long 
tons of synthetic rubber production 
annually, the new method will 
mean a potential increase of 640,000 
tons, bringing the prospective total 
to 1,440,000 tons annually, or 
roughly twice the domestic con- 
sumption of natural rubber last 
year. 


Fisher Production 


Answers Charges 


DETROIT. — Replying indirectly 
to charges of J. H. Kindelberger, 
president of North American Avia- 
tion, Inc., that automotive plants 
had failed in 16 months to produce 
airplane parts for the aircraft 
industry, Fisher Body division of 
General Motors last week revealed 
it is shipping parts for Flying 
Fortress bombers in carload lots. 

E. F. Fisher, general manager of 
the division, revealed that produc- 
tion of parts for the big four- 
motored bombers which are prov- 
ing so effective in the Pacific war 
has reached “the fastest rate ever 
known.” The parts are principally 
exhaust manifolds and fixed and 
removable cowlings. 

Fisher also is supplying North 
American with parts for medium 
bombers. 


Dealer News 
In Brief 


Used Tire Prices 


Used tires or tubes that are not 
serviceable without repairs may not be 
sold at the ceiling price which would 
apply to them if they were undamaged 
or already repaired, Price Adminis- 
trator Henderson announces. To clear 
up the misunderstanding that may 
have existed on that score, he issued 
Amendment No. 2, effective May 26, to 
Maximum Price Regulation No. 107. 

The amendment provides that the 
maximum price for any unrepaired 
used passenger car or truck tire or 
tube is the level established in Regula- 
tion No. 107, less an amount equal to 
the charges prevailing in the locality 
of the seller on March 7, 1942, for the 
repairs necessary. 

. es 


About Price Regulation 

OPA is distributing 1,700,000 copies 
of Bulletin No. 2, entitled ‘‘What Every 
Retailer Should Know About the Gen- 
eral Maximum Price Regulation.” 
Bulletin describes the five tests by 
which the retailer determines his maxi- 
mum selling pees. tells exactly how 
to display and report ceiling prices on 
cost-of-living commodities, tells what 
records the retailer must keep in his 
store, and provides other needed 


information. 
a a 


Fair Trade Laws 


Nothing in the General Maximum 
Price Regulation authorizes sales below 
the minimum prices etablished under 
State Fair Trade laws, if these mini- 
mums are equal to or less than the 
ceiling prices set by the regulation, 
according to Price Administrator Leon 
Henderson. 

* « 6 


Ben Wright, chairman of the NADA 
Membership committee, has called a 
meeting for June 8 in Washington. 





Advertising 


DIGEST EDITION 


NAPA Urging 
Simplification of 


Business Rules 


NEW YORK.—“Simplification of 
the rules, regulations and restric- 
tions placed on business is the cry- 
ing need of most industrial buyers 
at present,” according to the Na- 
tional Assn. of Purchasing Agents. 

One instance in which it was 
held such simplification would be 
helpful was cited in discussion of 
inventories. While inventories were 
reported as about on the same 
basis as a month ago, it was noted 
that purchasing agents are at- 
tempting to bring them down. 

“Most industrial buyers feel there 
is no logical reason for increased 
inventories,” the report said. 
“Freezing orders are preventing 
decreases. Clarification of some of 
these orders would be_ helpful. 
Some buyers report a useless freeze 
of materials which might be moved 
with no detriment to war effort.” 


Post- 
office, Detroit, under act of March 3, 1879 


second class matter at 


Entered 


Allowances 

Advertising allowances, granted 
by a manufacturer for promotional 
services to a distributor or a retail 
outlet, are not covered by the Gen- 
eral Maximum Price Regulation, 
according to Price Administrator 
Leon Henderson. 

“Advertising allowances grant- 
ed by a seller for promotional 
services rendered by a buyer are 
not ‘frozen’ by the General Maxi- 
mum Price Regulation and are 
not to be considered as an ele- 
ment in the price at which goods 
were delivered during March” 
(base period under universal 
price ceiling), Henderson said. 

“The seller is, therefore, not 
required to continue to grant the 
advertising allowances customarily 
granted by him to different pur- 
chasers or classes of purchasers.” 

oa * * 
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War Work 
Now Uses 66% 
Of Car Machines 


DETROIT.—Automotive engi- 
neers, tool experts and master 
mechanics already have been able 


the machines normally used to 
fabricate motor vehicles and parts 
to the production of armaments for 
the nation’s fighting forces. 

This is indicated by reports to 
the Automotive Council for War 
Production, through whose ma- 
chine tool and equipment service, 
automotive companies maintain a 
continuous inventory of production 
machinery to make available to 
other war goods manufacturers 
whatever facilities their own plants 
are unable to use on war produc- 
tion contracts. 

Nearly 198,000 pieces of produc- 
tion equipment have been listed 
with the council’s equipment serv- 


Accepts 

Fred Barrett, formerly Detroit 
manager for Ruthrauf & Ryan, has 
accepted a position with the Comp- 
ton Advertising Agency in New 
York. Barrett recently was asso- 
ciated with Lee Anderson. 

~ * * 


Regulation 

At request of Kenneth Barnard, 
chairman of the War Activities 
Committee, National Assn. of 


Better Business Bureaus, three — ‘ 7 

representatives of NADA will at-| Obituaries— 

tend a meeting in New York June | ————__ 

10 and 11, in connection with ad- _— Saarice H. Harris a asl 
se . “ ” > onn. — aries . 

vertising under Regulation W. Harris, 65, retired automotive glass 


NADA representatives are Ray| manufacturer, died here May 28 after 
Chamberlain; C. M. Bishop, of . brief Hines. . When his plant was 
: ocated in Toledo, he made glass for 
Brookly n, N. Y., and Ed. Fitzhenry “| Hudson and Essex automobiles. In 
Purpose of the meeting is to set| 1921 he moved his plant to this city, 
up, under sponsorship of the na-| retiring eight years later. 
tion’s 82 Better Business bureaus, Edward G. Willems 
voluntary, self-imposed standards| DETROIT. — Edward G. Willems, 
with respect to advertising state- formerly Australian representative of 
ments, and offers inconsistent with 


a —— ‘s Export ee — 
; ps ere June -rom a gun wound, be- 
the regulation. It is hoped that 


lieved self-intlicted in his room at the 
Detroit Athletic Club. Recently Mr. 
Willems had represented several ma- 
chine tool companies in the Dutch 
East Indies. 


this plan will avoid further tighten- 
ing of the regulation by licensing 
advertising. 





Dealers Warned: Beware 
Of Oil Traders 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—Pennsylvania Automotive Assn. has issued 
the following bulletin: 

“Despite repeated warnings, dealers complain of being ‘taken 
for a ride’ by certain oil traders. 

“It has been brought to our attention that some of our dealer 
members, in their efforts to increase the sale of automobiles, have 
offered to sell new cars for cash consideration of approximately 
50 percent of the selling price, and have agreed to take merchandise, 
such as oil, etc., as payment for the balance. 

“In our opinion, this is a very poor business practice. If, 
however, you can use the merchandise offered, and make a 
legitimate profit on your sale, the least you can do is to be sure 
you receive the full consideration before you part with title or 
possession of your automobile. If you deliver the car on a cash 
payment, and do not take a lease or conditional sale agreement 
for the unpaid balance, you are practically selling the car on 
open account; therefore, you should obtain a satisfactory financial 
and credit rating of your customer before closing the deal. 

“There are too many instances where prospective buyers are 
unscrupulous and even dishonest, and others, where even though 
their intentions may be good, it is beyond their power to fulfill 
the obligations which they have undertaken. 

“We cannot impress too strongly upon our members that they 
should not deviate from the well-established principles for selling 
merchandise. If you are contacted by such operators, contact 
PAA IMMEDIATELY, before taking any action.” 
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